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I ^> said arms being op^ratively coupled to said conveyo^e- — • 

to move said conveyors ind^endej3^bTT"~Of each other relative to 



"sSaf t > 



3 6 The apparatus of Claim 35, said openings defining an 
opening area each, with normals on said opening areas being 



rectangularly arranged with respect to said rotational axis, 



37 . The apparatus of Claim 35, wherein said convrynrn titt- 



movable norma3rlry"wr±irfi~ respect to\said draft shaft. 



3 8 A The apparatus of Claim 35, wherein said conveyors, once 
positioned adjacent one of said openings by rotation of said 
transport device, are movable towards and from said opening in 
a normal direction of said opening areas. 



39 . The apparatus of Claim 35, wherein rotation of said 
transport device around said rotational axis substantially define 
a cone-shaped trajectory surface with a cone opening angle with 
respect to said rotationaSL axis of 90° . 



40 . The apparatus of Glaim 39, wherein each of said 
openings defines an opening are^ with normals on said opening 
areas pointing in a direction of respective generatrix of said 
cone - shaped tra j ectory surface . 
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4\1 . The apparatus of Claim 40, wherein said openings are 
arranged along a circle cut by said cone-shaped trajectory 
surface \by a geometric plane arranged perpendicularly to said 
rotational axis . 

42 . Tlhe apparatus of Claim 35, said transport device 

residing within said chamber further comprising a load lock 
\ Tn 

chamber and \a treating station communicating by one of said 
openings with\said chamber. 

43 . The apparatus of Claim 42, further comprising gas inlet 
means and pumping means at least at one of said station and 
chamber . \ 

44 . The apparatus of Claim 35, wherein said conveyors 
comprise a seal member\ for sealingly closing one of said openings 
when said conveyors are\ rotated adjacent to said openings by said 
transport device. \ 

45 . The apparatus of\ Claim 44, wherein said seal member is 
formed by a conveyor plate Vor said workpiece. 

46 . The apparatus of Claim 35, wherein each said conveyor 
comprises a conveyor plate with\ a projecting positioning pin for 
positioning a disk shaped workpiece with a central bore. 
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means fo 



47\ The apparatus of Claim 46, further comprising holding 
>r saic 



-d workpiece on said conveyor plate. 



48 



:he apparatus of Claim 47, said holding means being 



formed by spring means acting radially with respect to said pin. 




49 , The apparatus of Claim 35, said workpiece being one of 
compact disk \workpieces and of magneto-optical storage disk 
workpieces . 

50 . The apparatus of Claim 36, said two conveyors being 
linearly movable towards and from said axis by respective drives 
provided at said respective arms. 



51 . The apparatus of Claim 50, wherein said drives are 
encapsulated by bellov 



_ v 52 . A vacuum chamber for processing at least one workpiec^ ' 

comprising two openings defining respective open:mg>^cireas ; a 
transport device withC^a dralEt shaft^for rota^irfig^said transport 



device around a rotational axis ^erf^said draft shaft^ two 




conveyors and atr^nsporta^ each conveyor mounted opposite 
each other t<£^saTd^^ each being operativelv coupled 



to one of^gafid conveyors to move said conveyors independently of 



other relative to said drive shaft 
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e chamber of Claim 52, wherein each of said openings 



defines an opening area with, normals on said opening areas being 



rectangularly 



ranged with respect to said rotational axis 



54 . The chambers of Claim 52, wherein said conveyors are 
movable normally with reject to said rotational axis. 

55 \ The chamber of Claim 52, wherein said conveyors, once 
positioned adjacent one of said openings by rotation of said 
transport dtevice, are movable towards and from said opening in 
a normal direction of said opening areas. 

56 . The chamber of Claim 52, wherein rotation of said 
transport device Xaround said rotational axis substantially 
defines a cone-shaped trajectory surface with a cone opening 
angle with respect toxsaid rotational axis of 90°. 

57 . The chamber of Sla/m 54, wherein each of said openings 
define an opening area wMh, normals^^on said opening areas 
pointing in a direction of rte-spigctive generatrix of said cone- 
shaped trajectory surface. 



58 



The chamber of Claim 55, wherein said openings are 



arranged along a circle intersected by said cone-shaped 
trajectory surface by a geometric plane arranged perpendicular 
to said rotational axis. 



-5- 



Serial No. 

59 . The chamber of Claim 52 . wherein said conveyors 
comprise a seal member for sealingly closing one of said openings 
when said conveyor are rotated adjacent to said openings, by said 
transport devisee. 



60 . The cHamber of Claim 57, whereinc said seal member ) is 



formed bv a conveyor plate for said at least one workpiece 




61 



The chamber of Claim 52 , wherein said conveyors 



comprises a conveyor plate with a projecting positioning pin for 
positioning a disk smaped workpiece with a central bore. 



62 



The chamber \of ClaitTt\59, further comprising holding 



means for said at least\ one /workpiece on said conveyor plate 





63 



The chamber of 



formed by spring means act 



.aim 52 , wherein said holding means is 



flq radially with respect tdTsaid pin 




64 



The chamber of 



Lim 52 , whejgeiTn said conveyors are 



configured to hold workpieces\in the form of one of compact disk 
workpieces and of magneto-optical storage disk workpieces. 



65 



The chamber of Claim 52, wherein said conveyors 



comprise a support plate with an\upstanding pin; spring loaded 
holding portions around said pin being biased radially outwardly 
with respect to said pin, and further comprising holding portions 
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project ing\ outwardly with respect to said pin and being biased 
slightly oiAside the surface of said pin. 



66 



The\ chamber of Claim 53, said two conveyors being 



linearly movable towards and from said axis by respective drives 
provided at. sain respective arms. 

67 . The chamber of Claim 66, wherein said drives are 
encapsulated by betLlows. 



68 . A vacuum chamber with two openings and a workpiece 
transport arrangements with which at least one workpiece within 
the chamber is selectively brought into a position adjacent to 
one of said openings , \ whereby the transport arrangement is 
provided within the chamber rota£3:blv around a ~ rotational axis 
and carries two members f<Ar hoicking a workpiece each, a rotation 



drive is provided to rotate\said 



workpiece transport arrangement , 



and two displacement drives\are\ provided for ^displacing said at 
least one workpiece each \ wi^h respecJfe^^to said transport 
arrangement whereby said members a^selectively brought into a 
position aligned with one of said openings by rotation of said 
transport arrangement and from such position a workpiece is 
displaceable towards and from \ said opening by one of said 
displacement drives, and said member and said displacement drives 
are operatively mounted on said tVansport arrangement rotation 
drive , 
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69 . A vacuum chamber with two openings and a workpiece 
transport arrangement with which at least one workpiece within 
the chamber Is selectively brought into a position adjacent to 
one of said \openings, whereby the transport arrangement is 
provided within the chamber rotatably around a rotational axis 
and carries two\ members for holding a workpiece each, a rotation 
drive is provided to rotate said workpiece transport arrangement, 
and two displacement drives are provided for displacing said at 
least one workpiece each with respect to said transport 
arrangement whereb\A said members are selectively brought into a 
position aligned winh one of said openings by rotation of said 
transport arrangement and from such position a workpiece is 
displaceablv towards \and from said opening by one of said 
displacement drives iA a direction radial relative to said 
rotational axis, and said displacement drives are operable 
independently of each other. 



70 



A vacuum chamber A comprising two openings defining 



respective opening areas; aAd a transport device operatively 




member movable relative to a\ rotational axis thereof, two 
conveyors for transporting at least one workpiece each, and a 



linear drive for each of c^sai^H^t leasli two ^conveyors) being 



operatively coupled between said movable member and a respective 



conveyor of Nsaid at least two cbnveyors^and configured to 



linearly move said respective conveyors relative to said movable 
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member \ independently from the other conveyor of said two 
conveyors 
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vacuum chamber with two openings and a workpiece 




transport arrangement with which at least one workpiece within 
the chamber \ls selectively brought into a position adjacent to 
one of said Nopenings, whereby the transport arrangement is 
provided withiA the chamber rotatably around a rotational axis 
and carries two members for holding a workpiece, a rotation drive 
is provided to rotate said workpiece transport arrangement, and 
a sealed displacement drive is arranged between said transport 
arrangement and said\ two members for displacing a workpiece with 
respect to said transport arrangement, whereby said members are 
both selectively brought into aHspsition aligned with one of said 
openings by rotation ofxsaicy transport arrangement by 180° and 
from such position a workpieie is displ^ceable towards and from 
said openings by said displacefflea-trarives , and said members and 
said displacement drives are operativelv mounted relative to said 
transport arrangement rotatiom drive 
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A method of processing at least two workpiece^ 



comprising the steps of rotating a transport devicje^fn^mber around 



a rotational axis by 18 0° to bring the^gwo workpieces adjacent 
an opening in a vacuum cJxamt5er having at least two openings, and 
moving two i cpavgyorTradi ally relative to said rotational axis, 
itgpendentlv of each other relative to the transport device 
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